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Council will be asked to consider the following motions submitted under Council Procedure 
Rule A9:- 
 
1. Speeding in Knuzden/Stanhill 
 
Since my time as St Oswalds Ward Councillor I have received repeated complaints regarding 
speeding vehicles on Mount St James Knuzden and Stanhill Road finishing on Stanhill Lane. 
 
There has been some intervention in Stanhill, but in no way enough by way of alleviating the 
problem. 
 
However in Knuzden, I do not believe there has been any meaningful intervention, despite 
repeated calls for action from myself, other residents and also the Stanhill Residents 
Committee. 
 
This Council resolves to write to Lancashire County Council’s Portfolio Holder for Highways 
and Transport, County Councillor Keith Iddon, for him to answer directly as to what plans are 
intended for measures that will satisfy both Knuzden and Stanhill Residents on this very 
dangerous stretch of road. 
 
Proposer: Cllr Glen Harrison 
Seconder: Cllr Chris Knight 
 
Submitted on 27th September 2019 
 
 
 
 



 

2. Air Quality Monitoring Outside Primary Schools 
 
Poor air quality is a deadly symptom of climate change, which is largely made by human 
activity and disproportionately affects vulnerable people and those living in urban areas.  It is 
causing an environmental and public health crisis 
 
Air pollution is a health issue: it harms the health of the nation.  For each of us, our health is 
unavoidably shaped by the environment we live in.  Environmental factors determine around 
30% of our healthy life expectancy.  Air pollution poses the single greatest environmental 
threat to human health. 
 
Breathing dirty air is associated with a host of health problems, and all too often it is the most 
vulnerable – children, older people and those from poorer backgrounds – who are hit hardest.  
In short: clean air helps you live longer. 
 
Toxic chemicals found in the air pose a growing concern for scientists studying brain health, 
especially among adolescents.  Experts call them neurotoxicants, and they’ve been linked 
with a higher risk of suicide, autism, and the myriad of direct physical effects of breathing in 
harmful air, such as asthma and diseases of the lungs. 
 
“From animal studies we know that ultrafine particles cross the blood brain barrier, interact 
with the microglial cells, which in turn affects neurons,” said Dr. Jordi Sunyer, lead author of 
the recent study from the University of Barcelona.  This can result in chronic low-grade brain 
inflammation, he added, which delays brain maturation. 
 
To better understand how air pollution could affect kids’ brain development, Sunyer and his 
colleagues from the Centre for Research in Environmental Epidemiology (CREAL) collected 
data on 2,715 children ages 7 to 10, who attended 39 schools in Spain.  Every three months 
for a year, the researchers issued tests that were designed for the kids’ cognitive abilities in 
three domains: working memory, superior working memory, and attentiveness.  In other 
words, they wanted to check how strong their brains were. 
 
Comparing kids from heavily trafficked schools and those less bogged down by pollution, the 
CREAL team found an 11.5 percent increase in working memory at the clean-air schools, but 
only a 7.4 percent increase at the highly polluted schools.  The findings suggest vast room for 
improvement, Sunyer says.  Both parents and local governments can take steps to making 
sure an area stays pollutant-free and ensuring a child’s brain develops at a normal rate. 
 
Choosing a more active form of transportation, such as walking or riding a bike, can go a long 
way toward increasing overall health and avoiding adding to the pollution.  More on the 
technological side of things, school buses can install particle filters and stay conscious to turn 
the engine off at traffic lights. 
 
The health impacts of poor air quality include an increased risk of lung cancer and 
cardiovascular disease, and in pregnancy it can have a detrimental effect on foetal lung 
development.  The Royal College of Physicians estimated that the annual cost of health 
problems arising from exposure to air pollution in the UK exceeds £20 billion.  This includes 
costs to society and business, health services and individuals who are affected. 
 



 

This Council Resolves to: 
 

 Write to Lancashire County Council with this public health concern as they are the 
public health authority, asking that that Lancashire County Council evaluate the cost of 
installing air quality monitoring outside all Primary Schools. 

 

 That in the event that this is an option for Lancashire County Council to adopt this 
strategy, that the County Council post weekly air quality ratings in a visible location 
outside schools on a RAG rating system to indicate the levels of air pollutants on a red, 
amber and green style rating, as this will empower parents to see easily the indicators 
in pollution which will then enable the chance to make key changes to address problem 
areas. 

 

 Write to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Rt Hon 
Theresa Villiers MP, to ask that councils receive funding for tackling air quality, and 
that government departments provide a coordinated and joined up approach when 
working with councils who are tackling poor air quality. 

 
Proposer: Cllr Glen Harrison 
Seconder: Cllr Lorraine Cox 
 
Submitted on 9th October 2019 
 
3. Rail Services in East Lancashire 
 
That this Council resolves to write to the Department for Transport and Transport for the 
North to register our concerns with the expected continuation of usage of the Pacer Train by 
the Northern franchise (Arriva Rail North Limited) with trains originating from East Lancashire 
past the deadline for withdrawal of the end of 2019. 
 
 Northern is one of the few franchises to have these 'Buses on Tracks' hindering passenger 
reliance as well as being unsuitable for disabled passengers.  This issue highlights the 
continued poor performance by Northern following last year's timetabling issue which has a 
detrimental impact on the residents of Hyndburn and East Lancashire. 
 
We ask that following be undertaken 
 
1. That the Northern train operator franchise be brought back into Public Ownership based 

on its continued poor performance and delivery to the residents of Hyndburn and East 
Lancashire.  Also a firm investment programme be undertaken as part of a return to 
public ownership to bring into line the rail service in East Lancashire with other parts of 
the country.  

 
2. That a firm commitment be given by the Department for Transport that services from East 

Lancashire that are run by Northern will not be scaled back as part of any review as they 
provide access to Economic centres for many of our residents. 

 
3. That a review be undertaken of the Northern timetable of services to highlight the poor 

onward connectivity that exists for East Lancashire passengers by the Northern franchise. 



 

 
4. That, as part of the review, at least one train originating from East Lancashire be allowed 

to utilise the Ordsall curve allowing direct trains from East Lancashire to Manchester 
Airport and the East Lancashire to Manchester line has a stop at Rishton.  

 
5. That a firm investment programme in the East Lancashire rail network infrastructure be 

developed, including electrification, reopening of the Skipton to Colne rail link, and 
increased rail passenger and freight capacity, so that trains become a true alternative for 
transport increasing social and economic mobility. 

 
Proposer: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconder: Cllr Kate Walsh 
 
Submitted on 15th October 2019 
 
4. Pension Authority 
 
Recent moves from Cheshire Pension Fund – the pension scheme for 300 employers 
including Warrington Borough Council is making a £500 million investment in a new green 
fund. 
 
It is one of the first investors in the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) Central 
Climate Factor Fund, a fund which is moving away from companies with greater carbon 
emissions and supporting those investing in green technology. 
 
This Council is fully committed to lowering carbon emissions and supporting those investing in 
green technology. 
 
This Council resolves to: 
 
Ask that Lancashire Pension Authority review investment with a view to supporting 
environmentally sustainable initiatives. 
 
Proposer: Cllr Glen Harrison 
Seconder: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
 
Submitted on 30th October 2019 
 
5. Universal Credit Implications 
 
Recent indications show that NHS prescription forms are still being circulated to vulnerable 
people in Hyndburn at risk of being sanctioned through no fault of their own.  I and my 
seconder recommend that: 
 

1. The Secretary of State for Health and Secretary for DWP of the incoming Government be 
contacted to highlight the inconvenience this can cause to the citizens of Hyndburn  

 
2. That all pharmacies In Hyndburn be made aware of this ongoing situation and seek their 

cooperation. 



 

 
Proposer: Cllr Tim O’Kane 
Seconder: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
 
Submitted on 5th November 2019 
 
6. Dementia Friendly Paths in Hyndburn Parks and Green Spaces 
 
1 in 3 people will develop Dementia in Hyndburn within their life time.  This means that a large 
majority of residents will be affected by the challenges that are faced by people living with 
dementia. 
 
Small changes to the local environment can often have a profoundly positive effect on the 
lives of those living with dementia.  
 
People living with dementia can often experience an impaired perception of the world.  This 
can result in black surfaces, such as tarmaced paths, being hard or impossible for them to 
navigate.  
 
To counter this common symptom of dementia and ensure that our parks and green spaces 
are accessible to those living with dementia this Council resolves to look at the option of 
painted ‘Dementia Friendly’ paths on some of our tarmaced pathways within the borough. 
 
Proposer: Cllr Kate Walsh 
Seconded: Cllr Melissa Fisher 
 
Submitted on 6th November 2019 
 


